MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON MONDAY 6th DECEMBER, 2010 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman





G W Bates – Deputy Chairman
A J Austin
W Bellin






County Councillor R P Thomas

Apologies:


Councillor Mrs S J Carter


Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard

Member of the public:
Mrs A Jarrett
2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
November Meeting
It was proposed by Councillor G W Bates, and seconded by Councillor A Austin that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 9th November, 2010, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor

The Chairman wished to take this item first.  The Clerk reported that he had only received one application from Mrs. Angela Jarrett, who was not present at the time of discussion.  The Clerk presented the application to the Community Council and said that the Vale of Glamorgan Council Electoral Commission had given its approval for the Community Council to co-opt members to cover both vacancies.  The Chairman said that he had not received any other applications.  Councillor Austin said that he had understood from another interested party who would like to apply, and was surprised that the Clerk had not received an application.

After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor A Austin and seconded by Councillor G Bates, that Mrs Angela Jarrett be co-opted as a Community Councillor to replace the vacancy created by the resignation of Councillor M Shave.  It was further agreed that Mrs Jarrett would take office at the next meeting in January once she had signed all the papers.  The Chairman said that, until that had been completed, Mrs Jarrett would only be able to attend as an observer.  Agreed unanimously
In regard to the other vacancy, Councillors agreed to contact any other interested parties to encourage them to come forward.  The Clerk re-iterated that this would be a simpler process as the member could be co-opted.  Agreed unanimously.

3.2
Extension to the Village Hall

The Chairman said that, after extensive discussion with One Voice Wales, it had been deemed unlawful for the Community Council to claim VAT on behalf of a third party, in this case the Community Hall Association.  If it was claimed back, as it had not been done in the past, it would almost certainly be examined by the Auditor.  As the Community Council does not own the property, it cannot claim back the VAT.  However, the Chairman reported that there were circumstances where the Hall Association Committee could claim back the VAT.  The Chairman had passed this information to Councillor G Bates who had contacted the Hall Association Committee.
3.3
Financial Audit 2009/10 & Treasurer’s Report
The Clerk reported that he had received the Audit back from Mazars, the External Auditors, who had asked the Community Council to amend a minor point on the Audit and send the amended copy of the Audit Return back.  It was agreed that the Clerk would amend the audit and would, along with the Chairman, verify the amendment.  The Clerk would then send this back to Mazars.
3.4
Planning Application - PDC-MPH-2010-00923FUL - Crack Hill Motocross

The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.

The Chairman said that this application had been refused, but that there was still activity going on at the field.  He added that this activity was not covered by the previous stop order.  Councillor G Bates said that the hedge had not been put back and should be reinstated.  It was agreed that the Chairman would contact Planning and ask the Officer to ensure that the hedge was reinstated.  The Chairman said that the applicant could still use the site for motor bike activity for 28 days in any one year.  Councillor W Bellin also reported that the notice which is advertising the Motocross is still in the hedge on the A48.  These items were noted by County Councillor R Thomas who agreed to speak to Planning about them.
The Chairman added that the Vale Council had asked for a record of when the field was being used.  The Chairman asked all Councillors to keep a note, and also to ask villagers to do the same.  The Chairman also noted that he had reported that those leaving the area were riding dangerously.  In regard to this matter, the Vale Council had advised that the Chairman should write to Chief Inspector Jay and ensure that the Police were aware of this activity, and also ask for advice on the matter.  Councillor G Bates said that as the applicant Mr David now owned 3 fields (one in Colwinston, Llysworney, and one in Llangan) there was a possibility that he could have the activity every weekend of the year.

Once this matter was closed, the Clerk resumed his role.

3.5
Community Projects

-
Little Hill

-
Village Green

Little Hill – The Chairman had spoken to the Contractor in regard to the proposed gravel boards and that the Contractor had agreed to build a dwarf wall without charge as part of the original project.  This would be carried out in February or March once the cold weather had passed.
CASH Grants – The Chairman was still awaiting a response from the CASH Grant application.  This was progressing slowly, but the Chairman was hopeful that this could be cleared up by the New Year.

Village Green – In regard to the problems with car parking on the Green, the Chairman confirmed that Councillor A Austin had made and provided a retention box without charge.  The Chairman said that the contractor had installed the bollard, again free of charge, and it is now in situ with a padlock.  Councillor G Bates proposed that the Chairman be reimbursed for the sum of £29.63 for the padlock.  This was seconded by Councillor A Austin.  The Chairman confirmed that he currently has the keys.

Christmas Trees – The Chairman confirmed that the trees had been put in, at a cost of £80 each – one on the Village Green and one at the Church.  The Chairman reported that the contractor had not banked the cheque for the previous work for £80 on Tŵmpath, and it was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor A Austin that BGS Garden Maintenance be paid a total of £240, £160 for the Christmas trees and £80 for the work on Tŵmpath.  Agreed.  It was further agreed that the Treasurer would cancel the original cheque for £80.
3.6
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman reported that this was currently in hand, and that he was in the process of taking them to Brown’s in Cowbridge to arrange for them to be put on an electronic disk.  On-going.
3.7
Notice Board

The Chairman has spoken to the carpenter, who has given a quote for a new notice board, resited on the village green in a wood effect, to the cost of £500 plus VAT.  The Chairman proposed that this should be added to the precept discussion at the meeting in January.  Ongoing.

3.8
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman said that he had added an article to the newsletter in regard to the Vacancies on the Community Council.  The Chairman said that he had put an article in the last newsletter with references to the vacancies on the Community Council and also to the Dog Fouling in the village.

3.9
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman reported that he had spoken to Alun Cairns MP, who said that he understood that a number of the villages in the area were due for a fibre-optic upgrade.  The Chairman confirmed that a team from BT were laying the new fibre-optic cable, but not connecting this.  This runs from the road to the pillar opposite Golygfa.  The Chairman agreed to write to Alun Cairns to thank him and ask him to ask BT when we will be connected.  The Chairman added that the householder can be connected to the fibre optic and does not have to have a fibre optic cable.

3.10
Boundary Query
It was agreed that County Councillor R Thomas would discuss this at the next meeting in January.  The Chairman said that he had not heard anything yet in reply to his request for formal confirmation of the ownership.  The Chairman said that Miles Punter had previously verbally agreed that the Ford and Wetlands were the responsibility of the Vale Council.

3.11
CASH Grant 2010-11

This was discussed at point 3.5.
3.12
Damage to the grass verge by the School
Councillor G Bates said that there had been another Governors meeting, but that this had not been brought up due to the fact that the current Headmaster, Nigel Kinsey, was on sick leave.  The Chairman said that due to the weather, people are not parking on the grass verge.  To be discussed at the February meeting.
3.13
Best Kept Village Competition


To be discussed at the precept meeting in January 2011.  Carried over.
3.14
Quarry Liaison Committee

The Chairman reported that the next meeting of the Quarry Liaison Committee would be held in December.

3.15
Village Green

See item 3.5

3.16
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

The Chairman said that he had made initial enquiries for a grass maintenance contract for 10 visits on a 3-weekly basis during the growing season.  The contractor used for the Little Hill and the Village Green had quoted for around between £1300 and £1500.  The Chairman said that it would need to be established what the budgeted plans for grass cutting would be next year, as this would then allow the Community Council to establish how this would affect the grass cutting, and whether the Community Council would wish to carry it out using a private contractor.  This would be considered at the next meeting in January.  The Chairman noted that a contractor would be needed in the New year to clear the area of the car park.
The Chairman asked whether the County Councillor R Thomas had seen the car park.  County Councillor Thomas said that he had seen the problem and was aware of it.  Councillor G Bates said that it had become dangerous and brambles were growing over, and that it needed cutting and controlling.  County Councillor Thomas agreed that he would check whether the problem could be treated by Parks and Gardens.  The Chairman said that, along with the grass cutting, this may be something which could be paid by private contractor, but would have to be discussed at the precept meeting in January 2011.  Agreed.

3.17
Recycling

The Chairman was concerned as the route of the lorries from Rhondda Cynon Taff going to the waste site in Llandow using the route by Pentre Merick.  County Councillor R Thomas agreed to speak to highways and recycling about the matter.
3.18
Financial item

This query regarding the uncashed cheque is answered in point 3.5

3.19
HGV Signs

The Chairman said that a record needed to be kept – if anyone saw a lorry with satellite to report it to the Vale Council to support the initiative.  The Chairman said that the signs have gone up at the end of Tŵmpath and the entrance from Crack Hill.  The Chairman added that the poles were long as supplementary signs are due to be placed on the top.

3.20
Donation towards the cost of transporting boxes for children abroad

The Clerk reported that he had received a request from Julie Lloyd for the transportation of charity boxes to children abroad.  The Chairman said that usually the Community Council doesn’t respond to charity requests, apart from those within the village.  The Chairman proposed that the £50 be paid, this was seconded by Councillor A Austin.  All agreed.
4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman gave a report on highway matters as follows:

· Damaged Roads

The Chairman said that he had been in contact with Miles Punter and asked why Twmpath had not been started.  Mr Punter said that it was planned, but the weather was not currently favourable for the project and the Vale Council did not want to waste money.
· Grass cutting

The Chairman said that it was recognised that grass cutting may have to become part of the Community Council budget, which would possibly result in an increase of the precept.  County Councillor R Thomas said that it could become necessary for Community Councils to pay for private contractors to carry out the work in future.  To be looked at in January 2011 as part of the precept discussions.

5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

The Treasurer reported that there were no changes, and that the cheque for £80 had not yet been cancelled as the Treasurer was waiting for clarification at the December meeting.  The Treasure would now cancel the cheque.  The Treasurer had been unable to produce a monthly report, but would produce one to send to Councillors.
The Chairman asked the Treasurer to send the up to date record of accounts and would then produce a report for the Precept meeting in January 2011.

6
CLERK’S REPORT

6.1
CASH Grant for Christmas 2010
The Clerk said that he had received the full amount of £400 for the purchase of decorations and Christmas lights.  This could be used for the possible replacement for flood lighting at Christmas.  The Clerk passed on the receipt to the Treasurer.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1.
A48 – Re-designation of bypass speed limits
The Clerk said that there had been changes over the speed limit on the A48 Cowbridge bypass, which had changed from 70 mph to 50 mph, and was currently 40 mph.  The Chairman was concerned that the real problem of the drainage on the road was not being dealt with properly and that the speed limit was not a resolution to the problem.  The Chairman would ask the Vale Council for an explanation regarding the matter.  County Councillor R Thomas asked if the Chairman could put this in writing to the Vale Council, which the Chairman agreed to.  County Councillor R Thomas agreed to speak to M Punter at the earliest opportunity.


7.2
Request for new Sycamore Tree Pub signs
The Chairman reported that the pub had asked for information to put up new signs for the Sycamore Tree Pub, as the brewery were keen to bring in customers who were in the area, but not in the vicinity of the village.  County Councillor R Thomas agreed to speak to the Vale Council in regard to new signs and that there may be possible routes for signage resulting from the staging of the National Eisteddfod in 2012.


7.3
Gritting
The Chairman reported that he had been approached by a villager living in Twyn yr Eglwys who is needing to leave home early in the morning to go for treatment at Velindre.  She had asked whether there could be a diversion to alleviate her problems of attending hospital.  The Chairman said that he had asked Miles Punter, who had said that this was not possible, but raised the question of extra bins.  The Chairman reported that the cost of extra bins is £350 per bin, with a metric tonne of grit.  This includes the VAT and the first fill, any future fills would cost £75.  The Chairman said that M Punter would have no problems issuing these, but there was a problem that people use too much.


The Chairman agreed to put information in the newsletter with regard to a note for using the bins.  It was initially agreed that there should be one placed on Twyn yr Eglwys and one on Heol Faen.  The Chairman would ring the Vale Council to ask for it to be refilled if and when it was necessary.  The bin would have to have a notice saying that it was for the highway use only.


It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor A Austin that a bin should be bought for outside the Vines which would support two hills.  All agreed.  The Chairman agreed to arrange this.


7.4
Advertising Lorry on Green Lane
The Chairman reported that an advertising lorry had been placed on Green Lane.  The Chairman said that the lane is the property of the Village and is common access.  County Councillor R Thomas said that it may be easier to deal with this problem with the reform of the Public Right of Way Committee which had recently been reformed.  To be revisited in the New Year.

7.5
Colwinston Trust

Councillor A Austin enquired about the Colwinston Trust which the Chairman said he believed was a charity under-written by Matthew Pritchard, a charity.  It was agreed that the Clerk would seek clarification about this and the “Blanket Fund” from the Reverend Peter Leonard.

7.6
St. Michael’s Church – Reading
Councillor G Bates said that St. Michael’s Church had asked for a reader for a lesson in the Nine Lessons and Carols service on Sunday 12th December,  The Chairman agreed to ask Sarah Carter, Mike Sweeney, or Jeanette Shave to do this on the Community Council’s behalf as others were unavailable.  Agreed.
8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Monday, the 10th of January at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.00 pm.

Signed
[image: image1.jpg]


....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
10/01/2011
Signed
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...

Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
10/01/2011
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